
 By Tony Riccardi - PA State Fire Academy Approved Fire Police Instructor

PA FIRE POLICE
The Fire Chief and His Fire Police Officers

It was suggested that an article appearing in 
this publication should address the relationship 
between the Fire Chief, Police Chief, and the 
Fire Police Captain.  Several years ago we 
wrote a paper entitled “The Fire Chief and 
His Fire Police Officers” intending to show 
the relationship between the fire chief and his 
fire police officers.  We will attempt to expand 
on that document and deal with the requested 
topic.

Perhaps the reason for confusion and 
misunderstandings stems from the law itself.  
When reviewing Section 7437 (formerly 1203) 
of Title 35, Fire Police Law, it reads as follows:

“At a minimum must display a badge of 
authority and shall be subject to the control of 
the Chief of Police, his officers, or if none a 
member of the Pennsylvania State Police”.

This has created much concern for fire chiefs 
who feel that they are responsible for their fire 
police officers yet, have no control over them.  
Obviously, this is not true.

When examining laws for fire police, one 
cannot find any law that identifies the position 
of fire police captain or lieutenant.  It does not 
exist, other than in PA Vehicle Code Section 
4571 which requires a fire police captain and 
a fire police lieutenant to equip their personal 
vehicles with a red light and an audible signal.  
Note, the law states “Shall” which is a mandatory 
term and not subject to a fire chief’s approval as 
many assume.

Since the law does not identify this position, 
it follows that the fire chief is responsible for 
the fire police officers within their organization.  
However, most every fire department in 
Pennsylvania who has fire police has a captain 
and at least one lieutenant.  They supervise the 
fire police officers and are responsible to report 
to the fire chief all aspects of training or lack of, 
equipment needs, and all other requirements as 
requested by the fire police officers.

In a civil action, where vicarious liability is 
used to identify the parties being named in the 
suit, the captain is not identified as the supervisor 
of fire police, the fire chief is the individual so 
named.

Therefore, the relationship between the 
fire chief and the captain is one of mutual 
cooperation since the captain is performing 
these responsibilities on behalf of the fire chief 
and follows the orders given to him/her by that 
individual.

The notion that the fire chief is not responsible 
for fire police during emergency incidents is 
obviously not true.  When reading Section 7437 
of the Fire Police Law, it stipulates that the fire 
police are subject to the control of the chief of 
police or his police officers.  This obviously 
occurs when the fire police have been called out 
by the police department or are functioning with 
their fire company but their activity is on a street 
or highway.  Any time fire police operate on a 
highway, street or road, they come under the 
supervision of the local and/or state police.

If the fire police are operating on the fire 
ground (not on a street, road, etc.) they are no 
different than the fire fighters and take their 
orders from the fire chief.

Another problem which has occurred in 
some cases involves the police chief, who 
misinterprets the law and assumes total control 
of the fire police unit.  When reading Title 35, 
Fire Police Law, it stipulates that any volunteer 
fire company may nominate any of its members.  
Therefore, the fire police are members of the 
fire company and are required to follow all 
rules, regulations, policies and procedures of the 
organization.  The police chief cannot assume, 
therefore, that the fire police come under his/her 
jurisdiction at all times.  Only when they are on 
duty and operating on the roadway as already 
stated.
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Dealerships available
A limited number of exclusive dealerships

for this one-of-a-kind training simulator are available for 
qualified individuals. Contact us for details.

Make the Guardian a mainstay
in your disaster-training regiment

Various purchase and rental options are available, 
including a cost-effective rent-to-own program.

Call PPES for complete details

109 Liberti Lane, Lincoln University, PA 19352
Phone: 800-736-2388 Fax: 610-255-3668 
E-Mail: info@ppes.us - Web: www.ppes.us

GUARDIAN® Safety & Survival Training Simulator U. S. Patent # 
7,901,212 B2 is manufactured by Personal Protection Equipment 
Specialists (PPES), a full-service company specializing in meeting 
the needs of first responders. In addition to the patented GUARDIAN® 
Safety and Survival Training Simulator, PPES provides rescue and 
EMS equipment, service, training and certification.

Personal Protection
Equipment Specialist

FOR SALE

$110,000.00 OBO
Detroit Diesel 8V92 500 HP
Allison Automatic transmission 
  rebuilt in July 2013 with 2 year warranty
Transmission Retarder (Brake Assist)
Approximately 25,000 miles
Aerial Hours 695
10 KW Generator
8 Man Spartan Gladiator Cab 5 SCBA seats
300 Gallon Poly Tank
1500 GPM Waterous 2- Stage pump
3-Preconnect Crosslays (2) 1 ½” and (1) 2 ½” 
(1) 2 ½” Discharge Drivers side (1) 5” Intake
(2) 2 ½” Discharge (1) 2 ½” Intake Passenger Side, 
(1) 5” Intake 
(2) 200’ Electric Cord Reels with Junctions Boxes
Extended Front Bumper with (1) 1 ½” Discharge 
  for Trash Line
Extension Ladders (1) 30’ and (1) 24’ --
Roof Ladders (1) 20’,(1) 16’,(1) 12’ 
Collapsible Ladders (1) 12’,(1) 10’ --  
(1) Combination Ladder (A-Frame)

IF INTERESTED CONTACT 
Chief Gary Beisel - 570-690-7692 (C)

570-675-1302 (Firehouse)  
 geb4@psu.edu (email) or 

D/C Ryan Moss - 570-574-1141 (C)
570-675-1302 (Firehouse)   

rkcjmoss@epix.net (email) or 
Pres. Gary Storlarick 570-606-6940 (C) 

570-675-1302 (Firehouse)   
gas54@comcast.net (email)

SHAVERTOWN FIRE DEPARTMENT
170 N. Main St., Shavertown, PA 18708

1992 SPARTAN/LTI 75’ QUINT
Obviously, the relationship between the 

police chief and the fire police (captain and 
officers) should be one of cooperation.  The 
law does not permit fire police officers to 
make an arrest yet, there are instances where 
drivers totally disregard signs, hand signals, 
and speed limits through an emergency zone.  
Unfortunately, the law only permits a fire 
police officer to write a report describing 
the incident and then gives the fire police 
a 48 hour period in which to deliver the 
written complaint to a police officer in the 
community where the violation occurs.  The 
police officer then determines whether to file 
the complaint on behalf of the fire police 
officer.  The problem is, unless the fire police 
officer can positively identify the driver in 
a courtroom, the police officer may choose 
not to file the complaint.  You can certainly 
understand why there needs to be trust and 
cooperation between the fire police and the 
police department.
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